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Another Bar of Music

In the previous issue of fanfare, I described how the Symphony's cabaret performance had its origins in a French bistro called the "The Black Cat."  Strangely enough, the centerpiece of the CSO’s May 1 concert is also related to a French cabaret.  Francis Poulenc, who wrote the choral work that will be played at this concert, was a member of a group of early 20th Century French composers called, "Les Six."  On Saturday evenings in the early 1920s, Jean Cocteau, the French poet and dramatist, would often entertain a group of six young composers: Darius Milhaud, Arthur Honegger, Georges Auric, Louis Durey, Germaine Tailleferre, and Francis Poulenc.  Stéphane Villemin writes, "The evenings would end at Darius Milhaud’s . . .  Cocteau would read his latest poems. Milhaud and Auric, joined by Artur Rubinstein, played Le Boeuf sur le Toit six hands" (quoted from Daniella Thompson’s translation). This musical composition, which was written by Milhaud for a surrealist ballet, became so popular that a new cabaret restaurant was given the same name as Milhaud's piece.  

Le Boeuf sur le Toit (which literally means, "The Ox on the Roof" but was sometimes translated as "The Nothing Doing Bar") became so popular that is was a symbol of 1920s Paris, and many people apparently believed that Milhaud had named his composition after the bar, rather than the other way around.  Those who gathered there were not limited to the six composers, but included other performers, writers and poets.  In other words, the membership was similar to the Hydropaths who helped to create the original cabaret.  Lisa Appignanesi, in her delightful book on Cabaret, writes that Le Boeuf was a continuation of the cabaret tradition started by Le Chat Noir, but the music was more likely to be Brazilian street music or jazz rather than the traditional chanson.

 After hours, Parisian jazz musicians would come to Le Boeuf sur le Toit to jam until the early morning hours.   Daniella Thompson  writes  that to  this day  jam sessions in France are called Boeuf, and jamming is faire le Boeuf or taper le Boeuf.  

Influenced by this environment, the young Poulenc wrote music that Roger Nichols (The Harlequin Years) characterizes as combining the popular culture of Paris music halls and jazz with the more classical influence of Emmanuel Chabrier, Eric Satie, and Igor Stravinsky.  Like the other members of Les Six, Poulenc "espoused a certain technical roughness, partly to demonstrate that they were not in thrall to an academic past . . . (Nichols)."  The result was an unusual combination of styles.  When Poulenc applied to study composition with Paul Vidal, who was more traditional, Nichols says that Poulenc was "thrown out on his ear."  Fortunately, Poulenc did not let this rebuff deter him, and he went on to write some of the most interesting music of the 20th Century.

By the time that the Stabat Mater was written (1950) Poulenc had been deeply affected by the death of several close friends and had turned to the Catholic faith.  His music from this period is more spiritual but still suggests the influence of what he heard at Le Boeuf sur le Toit in his youth.  Thus, just as the Catskill symphony's cabaret concert echoes the chansons of The Black Cat, the religious music of this concert contains some jazzy echoes of another Paris cabaret, Le Boeuf sur le Toit.  









    








        Harry E. Pence    
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Cabaret 2010 and Looking Forward

Those who attended the March 13 Cabaret Concert featuring Jay Ungar and Molly Mason were treated to a fantastic evening.  Not only were Jay and Molly amazing, but our guest conductors were outstanding. Doug Decker, Sam Goodyear, Mike Levenstein, and Jim Mullen entertained us with their keen sense of humor, their schticks, and their mastery of the baton. While Jim Mullen won the honor of conducting the CSO, all candidates were successful in raising money to support future concerts. Once again, Senator Seward proved to be a gracious, articulate emcee fully in tune with the spirit of the evening. 

We want to thank everyone who worked to make Cabaret 2010 a successful and entertaining event, with special thanks to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney’s Morgan McReynolds Group for sponsoring, to Benson Real Estate for providing additional funding, to SUNY Oneonta for hosting, and to Symphony Manager Deb Wolfanger for ably overseeing the entire operation.

At our Choral Concert on May 1, you will have your first opportunity to purchase your Early Bird subscription for what is going to be a wonderful 2010-11 season.  It begins in Cooperstown on August 29 with a Baroque concert that features not one but two outstanding pianists, Margaret Rietz and Tina Toglia, performing two rarely heard Bach double concerti for harpsichord.

The September 25 Concert takes the CSO in a new direction as we combine the symphonic and jazz traditions in a program featuring celebrated pianist Jeremy Wall.  Classically trained, he is also keyboardist for the popular jazz combo, Spyro Gyra, and his song “Shakedown” was nominated for a Grammy in 2004.  With the CSO Mr. Wall will play Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 24, using jazz elements in the cadenzas, and premiere a Piano Concerto of his own, which is similarly influenced by classical music and jazz.  In addition, the Orchestra will play Beethoven’s exciting Symphony No. 4.

On November 13, we will present our first-ever organ concerto, taking advantage of the fine instrument at First United Methodist Church and of the talented Alfred V. Fedak, organist and Minister of Music and Arts at Albany’s Westminster Presbyterian Church.  With the CSO strings Mr. Fedak will perform the Francis Poulenc Organ Concerto and a work of his own called “Invocation and Dance.”  Also on the program are two beautiful works for string orchestra, Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings and Grieg’s Holberg Suite.

                                                            (continued on page 4)
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CSO and Choir Collaboration

The Catskill Symphony Orchestra and one or more of the State University of New York College at Oneonta Choirs have provided joint concerts for at least thirty-three years.  Dr. Robert Barstow’s records extend to the 1977 collaboration for a production of Mendelssohn’s Die Erste Walpurgis Nacht. Frequently the choral concert is the crown of the season’s programs and occurs in early May, before the end of the spring semester.

Most often, Maestro Schneider asks Dr. Barstow for suggestions of choral pieces that would be appropriate for orchestra and choir.  The two men confer by phone or in person if Schneider happens to be in Oneonta for orchestra rehearsals or other business, and Chuck makes the final decision.  

If a December performance is scheduled, the choir begins to learn the music at the first practice of the fall semester.  For a May concert, the college students are introduced to the music  in the middle of the fall semester.

In addition to making sure that the choir is completely familiar with the music, Dr. Barstow said the long association has enabled him to adapt to some of the particular musical nuances that the conductor either likes or requires because of the specific acoustics of the concert hall.  He provided as an example the technique of adding a vowel to final consonants to make the text more understandable in the Hunt Union ball room and as well as most other venues.  

For the choir, especially those who are singing with a symphony orchestra for the first time, some of the challenges include being heard over the orchestra and adjusting their singing to the new sound environment of the orchestra.  

Although the current music is most memorable at the time it is performed, some of their other selections include the Verdi, Durufle, and Brahms Requiems.  Undoubtedly the all-time favorite is Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, and Dr. Barstow reports “Chuck milks it for all it is worth.”

The Poulenc Stabat Mater, being performed at the May concert, is probably the most challenging piece of music that the groups have performed together, according to Dr. Barstow.  He said one of the most unusual pieces they have sung is Dona Nobis Pacem by Peteris Vasks, performed by CSO and the SUCO Concert Choir and Chamber Singers in December 2006.

Barstow’s response concerning memorable experiences with the Symphony was “... the opportunity to work with a professional orchestra of the caliber of the Catskill Symphony on a regular basis, one in which my esteemed colleagues serve as principals, and thereby get to perform many of the major choral/orchestra masterpieces under a superb conductor and musician who also has become a trusted professional colleague and friend.  In the process, it also provides a musical opportunity special enough to cause alumni to return to Oneonta to once again make music together.  All of this is priceless.  I am a blessed man!”

                                                                                                                                                                                                         Virginia Pence
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Looking Forward (continued from page 2)

If Cabaret 2010 went Folk, Cabaret 2011 will go Italian.  It showcases up-and-coming tenor Jonathan Howell, who is wowing audiences throughout central New York and who has been hailed as the “next Pavarotti.”  Howell will sing such Neapolitan favorites as “O Sole Mio,” “Come Back to Sorrento” and “Funiculi, Funicula” along with that most famous of tenor arias, “Nessun dorma” from Puccini’s “Turandot.”  Stay tuned for the list of candidates vying to conduct “The Stars and Stripes Forever” and save the date:  March 19, 2011.

The season will end on April 30 with the annual Hans Wilk Concert, featuring  the SUNY Oneonta Concert Choir singing Luigi Cherubini’s rarely performed masterpiece “Messe solennelle in A Major.”  The program will also include a performance of Brahms’ thrilling  Symphony No. 1, one of Dr. Wilks’ favorite works.

It’s a season not to be missed. Be sure to subscribe and to take advantage of Early Bird pricing.

Martha Forgiano and Thomas Beattie

Chair and Vice Chair, Governing Board

                                                        ********************************************************************************

Interesting Clips from BBC Music Magazine

APES OF WRATH  (October 2009)

Chimpanzees have an innate dislike of dissonant music, Japanese scientists have revealed.  In test, Sakura, a baby chimp, was played 18th century works in their original, tonal form, then the same music with moments of dissonance added.  Given the choice of which to hear again, Sakura consistently opted for the former.  Cottontop tamarin monkeys, in contrast, showed no such preference.

UNUSUAL MUSIC  (October 2009)

The Royal Opera House in England is trying a new source of music—Twitter!  They plan to create an opera “whose libretto is compiled entirely from 140-character soundbites by users of the (Twitter) website.  Composer Helen Porter will then be given the task of turning these disparate nuggets of wisdom into a coherent whole.”  For you Twitterers out there – the deadline may have already passed for submitting potential parts of the opera.

MORE UNUSUAL MUSIC  (Christmas 2009)

Robert Jarvis, a British composer, has recorded his Entomophonix, but don’t expect to see a performance of this unusual work.  It requires a unique “orchestra”, for his performers were all insects!  He has recorded insect sounds such as “a fly cleaning its wings” and “the bustle of an ant nest” and then combined the results into a single work.  










                            Submitted by Dorothy Scott Fielder
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Sail with Us
CSO’s Lake George Dinner Cruise

Saturday, July 31, 2010

CSO members and friends are invited to join us for a summery day trip on Saturday, July 31, featuring an evening dinner cruise on beautiful Lake George following shopping at the Lake George Outlets or the shops in Lake George Village.

Sponsored by the Administrative Council of the Catskill Symphony, we will follow a leisurely schedule:

     12:30 PM
Depart on Oneonta Bus Lines

                    
411 Orchard St.

      2:45 PM
Arrive at Lake George Outlets



or Lake George Village shops

      5:30 PM
Board the Lac du Saint Sacrement



cruise ship

      6:30 PM
Set sail; sumptuous buffet dinner with



narration and live musical entertainment

      8:45 PM
Depart Lake George for Oneonta

     11:00 PM
Approx. arrival at Oneonta bus garage


The Lac du Saint Sacrement is the largest of the Lake George ships, with a capacity for 1200 passengers.  Served in the elegant dinging room, the buffet menu includes:

· Hot carving station

· Two hot entrees

· Garden and assorted salads

· Vegetable du jour

· Potato & pasta/rice

· Freshly baked rolls

· Hot and cold beverages

· Homemade dessert

The cost of the entire day is $93.00.  You may contact Deborah Wolfganger (CSO Manager) at 436-2670 or Cynthia Goertemoeller (Administrative Council) at 432-5644 for information or reservations.  Reservations may also be made by mailing the reservation form below.

Back by popular demand for a second year, we hope that you will join us for this relaxing, fun-filled Lake George venture. . . a “benefit” trip for CSO.

                                                                Cynthia Goertemoeller

Reservation for Lake George Dinner Cruise

Name:    _________________________________________  

Number Attending      ___________

Address: _________________________________________             
                     x $93  =  ___________

               _________________________________________                    Method of Payment:

Phone:   _________________________________________               

Check #________________











   or










   Credit Card  #________________










     Exp. Date:   _________________










  Signature:_________________________
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Pre-Concert Dinner and Lecture

Reservations are now being taken for the dinner and lecture, which will precede the May 1 concert.  The dinner will be served at the Waterfront Café, Hunt Union on the SUCO campus at 6:00 p.m. (doors open at 5:30).  The buffet features:

· Spinach Salad with Mandarin Orange Sections

· Grilled Chicken Breasts

· Rice Pilaf  Peas

· Whole Wheat Rolls with Butter or Butter Substitute

· Sliced Strawberries on Biscuits with Whipped Cream

· Coffee/Tea

Maestro Charles Schneider will give attendees a “heads up” on what to expect at the evening’s concert.  Many people have reported that these lectures enhance their appreciation of the performance and clarify the composers’ intentions.

Reservations are required and should be made by April 23, 2010.  The cost is $25 per person.  Please call the Symphony office at 436-2670 to reserve your space.








                 Arrangements by Molly Swain, phone 432-0562






















Make checks payable to


     Catskill Symphony Orchestra


	                     P.O. Box 14


   		Oneonta, NY 13820








�


Catskill Symphony Orchestra, Inc.


P.O. Box 14, Oneonta, New York 13820


Phone: 607-436-2670


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catskillsymphony.net" ��www.catskillsymphony.net�





The mission of the Catskill Symphony Orchestra is to entertain, educate, and inspire audiences of all ages by presenting a professional ensemble of the highest quality performing the full range of symphonic literature.  The Orchestra also seeks to broaden the availability and appreciation of symphonic music in Oneonta and surrounding communities and to provide a challenging environment for talented regional musicians.





The Governing Board


The governance of the CSO resides in the Governing Board which oversees the general and financial management of the CSO.


                Martha Forgiano, Chair            


             Thomas Beattie, Vice Chair


              Sarah Patterson, Treasurer


                Virginia Marr, Secretary





Robert Brose			Dr. Bertine McKenna


Wendy Brown			Virginia Pence


Keith Bundy			Leonard Pudelka


Karyl Clemens			Beth Steele


David Diener			Penny Wightman


Sasha Matson			


		


Honorary: 	 Warren Francis,  Michael MacDowell,


                              James Piscitelli, Senator James Seward








Charles Schneider, Music Director and Conductor


Deborah Wolfanger, Manager





The Administrative Council


Virginia Pence, President


Currie Marr, Vice President


Dorothy Scott Fielder, Secretary


				


Erika Baker-Heinegg		Virginia Miner


Cynthia Goertemoeller      		Freda Shultis


Cathy Grygiel			Prudence Stelling


Corinne Hahn			Molly Swain


Maryann Mazarak		Pamela Wightman
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